
Faculty Member Contact Information 

Name: Dr. Benjamin Webb        

Department: Applied Health        Phone Number: (618) 650-2718 

E-mail Address: benjweb@siue.edu                     Campus Box: 1126 

 

Description of the URCA Assistant Position 
This posting includes one funded position.  

 

Which of the following apply to this position?  

 [   ] This position is only open to students who have declared a major in this discipline.  

 [   ] This project deals with social justice issues.  

 [   ] This project deals with sustainability (green) issues.  

 [X] This project deals with human health and wellness issues.  

 

How many hours per week will your student(s) be required to work in this position?  9 
(Minimum is 6 hours per week; typical is 9.) 

 

Will it be possible for your student(s) to earn course credit?    Yes 

  If “yes,” in which course?  KIN 480 – Independent Study 

  If “yes,” for how many credit hours? 3 

 

Location of research/creative activities: Applied Health, VC Suite 2616; Community  

 

Brief description of the nature of the research/creative activity:  
   This project will seek to recruit 1st year seminary school students into a longitudinal study with the aim of 

assessing the health and behaviors of the cohort at baseline and then annually for a period of approximately 10 

years. This will allow me to examine whether the transition from seminary school into a full-time ministry position 

is associated with changes in the health and behaviors of clergy. This information may be of value to seminaries and 

denominations interested in promoting and maintaining the health of clergy.  

 

Brief description of student responsibilities: 
   The student will assist with locating and contacting seminary schools in the region to seek their participation in the 

study. They will also assist with contacting and recruiting seminary school students into the study. After the 

recruitment phase is complete, the student will assist in the development and distribution of data collection 

materials, and possibly with on-site data collection at the participating seminary schools.  

 

URCA Assistant positions are designed to provide students with research or creative activities experience. As 

such, there should be measurable, appropriate outcome goals. What exactly should your student(s) have 

learned by the end of this experience? 
   Student will learn about developing research partnerships with outside entities. They will also learn about the 

methods necessary for the recruitment of research participants, identification and use of valid data collection 

methods, data management, and analysis of baseline data. Baseline data can be used to describe the health and 

behaviors of seminary school students, which carries with it the potential for conference presentations and 

publication in a research journal.  

 

Requirements of Students 

 

If the position(s) require students to be available at certain times each week (as opposed to them being able to 

set their own hours), please indicate all required days and times: 

   This project requires an individual who is comfortable working with faith-based organizations.  

If the location of the research/creative activities involves off campus work, must students provide their own 

transportation?  
   The student would not be required to provide their own transportation. Any off-site data collection would be done 

with the supervision and assistance of the primary investigator.  
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Must students have taken any prerequisite classes? Please list classes and preferred grades.[E.g., I require my 

students to have taken PSYC 220 and 221 and have earned at least a B in both]  

N/A  

 

 
 


